Luther Reynolds “Longie” Longfield ME ’13. “Longie” was from Oxford, Maryland, and prepped at
Western Maryland School, graduating in four years from Cornell at age 23. He was born in Oxford on
March 2, 1889, the son of Lewis and Elmira K. Reynolds, who owned and operated a large farm in Talbot
County. Shortly after his Cornell graduation, he went by Reynolds Longfield.
According to the Cornellian “When Longie tackles anything, something happens, so we expect to hear
more from him in the near future.”
“Longie” was apparently our first member to be tapped for Sphinx Head, possibly through his acquaintance
with John Paul Jones, depicted below. His activities included lettering on the Varsity Cross Country Team,
serving as his class sergeant at arms, as a 2d Lieutenant, 1st Lieutenant, and Captain in the ROTC Cadet
Corps, being tapped for Scabbard and Blade, and the Maryland Club. As an upperclassman, he is listed in
the Cornellian as being on faculty as an assistant in the Department of Military Science.
Here is “Longie” as a sophomore on the 1911 Cornell intercollegiate champion track team. He is in the
front row, seated fifth from right. To the far right is his Alpha Theta brother, Felix Morse Frederickson ’15.
Standing at the center rear is Cornell’s legendary track coach, Jack Moakley1. Seated in front of Coach
Moakley and to the left of “Longie” is John Paul Jones ’11, the holder at the time of the world record for
the mile, team captain, class president, Sphinx Head, and soon to be a member of the 1912 US Olympic
team.
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John “Jack” Moakley (1863-1955) was a graduate of Boston Latin School and Harvard. He was appointed Cornell’s
first full time track coach in 1899, and during his fifty year tenure at Cornell, he won 29 national intercollegiate
championships, as well as coaching the 1920 US Olympic team.

At the outbreak of World War I, he was working in Oneida, NY as a mechanical engineer with Rome Brass
and Copper. He was inducted into the service on February 18, 1918, initially in the Engineers, but then
transferred to the Tank Corps on July 12, 1918. He was assigned to the 65th Engineering Regiment, then the
33rd battalion of the Tank Corps and finally the 319th company of the Tank Corps. with principal stations in
Yaphank, NY, St. Louis and Kansas City, MO and Camp Colt, Pennsylvania.
In 1925, he was living in Providence, Rhode Island; in 1930, he was an industrial engineer living in
Haverstraw, NY; and in 1940 in Syracuse as an industrial engineer. His World War II draft card has him
living in New Haven Connecticut as an industrial engineer working for Winchester Repeating Arms.
His wife was Helen Goertz Longfield (1896-1979), who he apparently met while on military service in
Missouri; they were married in St. Louis on October 23, 1920 they had a son Reynolds (born in Missouri in
1921, who died in March 1993), a daughter Helen (born in New Jersey in 1927), and one other daughter.
Reynolds died on August 19, 1948 at age 59. He is buried in the family plot at the Oxford Cemetery, in
Oxford, Talbot County, Maryland.2
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