HENRY GROVER “MICKEY” O’CONNOR, AB ’15
WAR HERO … CORPORATE EXECUTIVE
Mickey came from Wayland, Steuben County, NY. He prepared at
Wayland High School. He was born November 9, 1892 in Hornell, NY,
the third of five children of Thomas P. and Francis O’Connor. His father
Thomas was a railway conductor with the Shawmut Railroad, who, by
1905, still a railway conductor, had relocated to Wayland.
He spent four years at Cornell, and, aside from Alpha Theta, served on
his college’s Tax Committee and Executive Committee, while carrying a
state scholarship.
Driving south about 40 miles from Rochester, NY on Route 15 towards
the southern tier, you’ll go through Wayland, population 4300. It’s one
of many exemplars of upstate New York’s fine, pastoral communities. As you leave town, on your left,
you’ll pass the W. H. Gunlocke Co. Gunlocke is there because of a) the area’s proximity to the southern
Tier and northern Pennsylvania’s abundant supplies of fine quality hardwoods, b) a high quality labor
supply with a solid work ethic readily available when they’re not planting or harvesting their corn and
wheat, and c) its founder, W. H. Gunlocke came from there. The first two are very useful assets, if you’re
in the business of making quality wooden office furniture.
After Cornell, Mickey returned to Wayland, and by 1917, he was a clerk with Gunlocke.
http://www.gunlocke.com/public_html/ourStory/history.html (Disclaimer: I am writing this biosketch at my
Gunlocke desk, seated in front of my two Gunlocke credenzas, glancing over occasionally at my Gunlocke
coffee table.)
Mickey took a break from his career at Gunlocke, serving with distinction in World War I. In the final
weeks of the war, he was with the headquarters of the 78th “Lightning” Division, which was the “point of
the wedge” in the final offensive that knocked out Germany. For valor at St. Juvin, France, in the MeuseArgonne offensive, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the Purple Heart, the Croix de Guerre,
and the Distinguished Service Medal of New York State. The Distinguished Service Cross is our nation’s
second highest military decoration. His citation was reported1 as follows:
Serg’t. Harry Grover O’Connor, headquarters Detachment, 78th
Division. For extraordinary heroism in action near St. Juvin on
October 15. He volunteered and went from his division
headquarters to one of the regiments in line to arrange muchneeded information and arrange for liaison. He covered the
distance of six kilometers through shell fire three times before the
unit was found, and while returning with the information was
seriously wounded by a shell, which mortally wounded two of his
companions. He gave water and first aid to the two men, and
dragged himself down the road until he met a soldier, whom he
sent for an ambulance. After reaching the hospital and having his
wounds dressed, he left the hospital without the knowledge of the
attendants and delivered the information to his division
headquarters in person.
In 1946-1947, he served as the National Commander of the Army and Navy Legion of Valor. Federally
chartered in 1955, membership in the Legion is limited to our combat veterans who received the Medal of
Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross, the Navy Cross, or the Distinguished Flying Cross.
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Now, if perchance, you are among the many of us who
never get to Wayland, but happen to be in the Fresno,
California area, check out the Museum of the Legion of
Valor (pictured right) at 2425 Fresno Street. They’re
open from 10AM to 3 PM, and admission is free. If
you’re neither in Wayland nor Fresno, check out this
video and its important message from John McCain to
understand what the Legion is all about:
< http://www.legionofvalor.com/history.php>

The 78th Division returns to Buffalo, NY in 1919.
Mickey, you’re in there somewhere. But where?
After the war, Mickey returned to Gunlocke. In the early 1920s, Gunlocke received a major contract from
AT&T to supply all their executive office furniture, and his company became a significant player in highend office furniture. They had been an innovator in bending wooden parts for chairs with steam. By 1940,
Henry was still with Gunlocke, but now located in Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania. He eventually rose to become
its vice-president, still residing at his death in Drexel Hill.
The 1951 Cornell Alumni News reported Henry’s death on August 13, 1951.2
Gunlocke remains in business today.
And by the way, thank you, Mickey, for your service, for your Gunlocke career and for its fine products.
I’ve been a fan and user of them for at least 45 years.
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